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To the Honorable Mayor and
members of the City Council.
The year 1949 will be best remembered in City Government circles as
the last year of the bicameral or two-council government. By action of the
New Hampshire legislature the Board of Aldermen went out of existence at
the end of 1949 leaving only the Mayor and a 15 member Council.
To the construction crews 1949 will long be rem.embered as the year
they installed almost four miles of water main including a new line from
Babbidge Dam over rough hillsides and across the Branch River. They will
not soon forget the, difficult Spruce Street drainage job—much of it through
mud and gray clay.
The tax rate was up slightly in 1949 and some were quick to place the
blame on the new form of City Government. Those who took the trouble to
find out the real reason soon discovered the cost of City Government had been
reduced in spite of an expanded construction program. They discovered that
the real cause of the increased rate was the withdrawal by the State of almost
$40,000 of annual aid to the Union School District. The City's property tax
had to make up that difference and, in addition, a $9,086 increase in the
County requirements.
Everyone would like to hear that future tax rates will be down. Every
indication is that the opposite will be true. Keene needs many things that cost
money. The most costly of all is new schools.
Criticism of government is welcome, especially when it is based on facts
and is of a constructive nature. Citizens are encouraged to discuss city prob-
lems with their elected representatives on the Council, the Mayor and City






In 1949 the City Councils:
* Approved a revision of the
City Charter as presented by a special
charter committee and forwarded a
copy to the 1949 session of the Gen-
eral Court.
* Adopted a budget of $606,755
for the operation of the city govern-
ment.
* Granted permission to the New
England Power Company for loca-
tions to cross public highways—the
same locations used originally by the
Connecticut River Power Company
of New Hampshire.
* Granted permission to the
Town of Swanzey to use the Keene
City Dump free of charge.
* Granted easement to the Public
Service Company of New Hampshire
for permanent right to encumber
strips of land on Appleton Street, Is-
land and Winchester Streets, and
easterly of Ashuelot River and south
of City Pasture.
* Accepted a petition of 923 sig-
natures presented at a public hearing
held in the City Hall Auditorium on
proposed budget requesting Councils
to include $25,000 in the budget as
Keene's share toward the Elliot Com-
munity Hospital's annual operating
deficit of $63,000.
* Authorized the Mayor to ap-
point a member of the City Councils
to attend all meetings of the Trustees
of the Elliot Community Hospital
and report back to the City Councils.
* Authorized the purchase of
pipe for construction of a new supply
main for Babbidge Reservoir to Beech
Hill and Stone Dam Filter plants.
* Adopted a policy relating to
sidewalk assessments that owners of
property abutting on such street be
assessed for one-third of the expense
of any hard surface sidewalk.
* Observed the 75th Anniver-
sary of the incorporation of the City
of Keene at a banquet at the Hotel El-
lis, attended by the City Councils,
city officials, and all living ex-mayors,
with the exception of ex-Mayors Ar-
thur R. Jones and James C. Farmer.
* Authorized the replacement of
existing radio facilities on Police
cruisers and Engine No. 3 of the Fire
Department with very high frequency
equipment and the transferral of the
old equipment to the Public Works
Department.
* Approved the installation of
nine additional parking meters on the
north side of Railroad Street and
three additional two-hour parking
meters on the north side of Winter
Street in front of the Bloomer and
Haselton Block.
* Prohibited parking on the
north side of Winter Street in front of
Central Junior High School.
* Purchased lands for non-pay-
ment of taxes for the year 1948 to the
amount of $10,431.43.
* Approved the extension of
3,600 feet of water main from the
intersection of Maple and Park Aven-
ues down Hastings Avenue to meet
present dead end from Arch Street.
* Requested the State Highway
Department, in conjunction with
the Federal Bureau of Public Roads,
to have an origin-destination survey
made of the city.
REVIEW
In 1949 City Departments Report:
* Requested the State Highway
Department to prepare plans and es-
timates on the reconstruction of West
Street to the Ashuelot River and con-
struction of a new bridge across the
Ashuelot River at West Street.
* The City Clerk reported the
first non-partisan Biennial city elec-
tion for the city of Keene, held No-
vember 8, 1949, and also for the first
time in the history of Keene, can-
didates at a municipal election were
obliged to file with the City Clerk and
pay a filing fee.
* The Public Works Depart-
ment installed four miles of new wa-
ter main. This is an all time record
for the City by a wide margin and
ten times the usual amount. New
main supply lines to the filters to-
talled 13,642 feet. New sewer mains
came to 3,431 feet. The new Spruce
Street storm drain installation was
1,350 feet long.
The Public Works Department
took over the old Police and Fire rad-
io equipment to become the first such
department in New England with
radio communication.
* The Police Department reports
a decrease of 255 in the number of
criminal arrests and no fatal traffic
accidents, but a slight increase in the
number of complaints and arrests in-
volving juveniles.
* The Health Department re-
ports a higher rate of contagious dis-
eases in 1949, which included an epi-
demic of measles in March and April.
* The Public Library commem-
orated its 50th Aniversary by an
open house held in the Thayer Libra-
ry building September 27th.
* The Recreation Department
held its summer swimming program
at Richardson Park, at Swanzey
Lake.
* 35 new homes and 10 apart-
ments were reported by the building
inspector in 1 949.
* Water Consumption in 1949
reached a new high of 655 million
gallons.
* The City Planning Board re-
ports the land use map brought up to
date: surveys and maps made on
parking and traffic; and proposals
presented the improvement of parks.
* The Fire Department reports
the total fire loss for 1949 30% less
than in 1948. It responded to 281
alarms in 1949, a decrease of 10 un-
der the previous year.
* The Welfare Department re-
ports some cases previously given sup-
plementary aid are now total support
cases because of the continued high
cost of living and increased unem-
ployment. There were 360 people
receiving direct aid in 1949.
* The Board of Assessors reports
an assessed valuation of $23,400,6 1 6,
an increase of $610,759 over 1948.
The Board unanimously recommend-
ed a revaluation of the City.
* The Airport runways were
sealed with 32,000 gallons of as-
phalt. The airport lighting project
was begun. When this project has
been completed the airport will be
approved for night operations.
1st Row (left to right) Alderman Vena DiLuzio. Alderman Olande C. Putney, Alderman
James M. Erwin, Mayor Frederick D. Mitchell, Alderman Harold K. Hall, Alderman Waldo
Giovannangeli and City Clerk Mrs. Lena F. Warren.
2nd Row (left to right) Board of Common Council— Burleigh R. Darling, Ward 3 ; Henry
J. Claywood, Ward 2; Harold B. Nims. Ward 5; Robert G. Calef, Ward 2; Gordon S.
Proulx, Ward 1 : Robert M. Sayers, Sr., Ward 4; Harry E. Gale, Clerk of Council; C. Harold
Warner, Ward 2; Clair E. Wyman, Ward 4: Franklin A. Carey, Ward 1; Arthur A. Kings-
bury, Ward 4; and Clarence B. Ewins, Ward 3.
Not pictured are: Joseph T. Cristiano, Ward 1 ; Alton B. CoUer. Ward 3 and Chairman;
Angelo DcBernardo and John J. McGrath, Jr., Ward 5.
KEENE CITY COUNCILS
of 1949









Revenue from fees $1,846.01 <i
[' Number of City Govern- \'
(| ment Meetings 42 i|
'' Number of ordinances 5 'i
Number of Resolutions 57 ]'
' Comparative Vital Statistics 'i
!! 1949 1948 1947 1946 \
Births 635 679 770 627 'i
;
Marriages 251 260 306 380 \
s Deaths 229 233 224 220 (!
1
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THE FIRST NON-PARTISAN BIEN-
NIAL CITY ELECTION FOR THE
CITY OF KEENE WAS HELD
NOVEMBER 8, 1949
One Mayor, one Police Commissioner,
fifteen Councilmen and fifteen Selectmen
were elected.
Total names on Check List 8,032
Total number of Ballots cast 5,256
Three questions appeared on the Ballot
to be voted on:
(a) Shall it be lawful for motion pic-
tures, lectures, concerts and theat-
rical or vaudeville performances to
be held on the Lord's day in the
City of Keene, but not before two
o'clock in the afternoon, and such
entertainments be regulated by
licensing or otherwise as the city
councils may deem best:
3,873 Voted Yes
1,150 Voted No
(b) Shall the provisions of Chapter
171-A of the Revised Laws relative
to playing games of beano be
adopted in this city?
3,362 Voted Yes
1,521 Voted No
(c) Shall the city discontinue the em-
ployment of a City Manager?
2,108 Voted Yes
3,037 Voted No
For the first time in the history of
Keene all candidates filing for office at a
municipal election were required to file
with the City Clerk and pay a filing fee,
as prescribed by law.
The total cost of elections was $1,908.35
ELECIIONS
A special City Election was held Sep-
tember 13, 1949 to vote on adoption of
an Act to revise the Charter of the City
of Keene, which act was approved June
29, 1949 by the General Court in session.
Total number of votes cast 3,747
1,683 votes cast for adoption
2,064 votes cast against adoption
By such a vote "An Act to provide for
mayor-councilmen form of charter for the
city of Keene" approved July 28, 1949, by
General Court in session became effective.
CITY GOVERNMENT MEETINGS
There were 42 meetings attended by the
City Clerk during the year.
32 regular meetings were held, five spe-
cial meetings of the Councils and one
adjourned meeting due to lack of quorum
in Common Coimcil.
Three Special meetings were held by
the Board of Mayor and Aldermen.
There were three Public Hearings relat-
ing to change in Zoning and one Public
Hearing relating to the Annual Budget.
57 Resolutions were adopted, including
14 relating to Cemetery Trust Funds, and
five Ordinances were adopted.
BOUNTIES AND VITAL STATISI IC
PAYMENTS
The amount paid to Physicians, Clergy-
men, Justices of the Peace for making
returns of records to City Clerk as re-
quired by law was .S278.75
$204.25 was paid from City Treasury
for 479 porcupine heads produced to City
Clerk. On July 14, 1949, by General Court
in session a law became effective reducing
bounty on Porcupines from 50c per head
to 25c.
RECEIPTS
$10,167.28 was received by City Clerk
during the year, which included $1,673.01
for Recording Mortgages, Conditional
Sales, Discharges, issuing Marriage Li-
censes, Certified copies of Vital statistics
and certificates of registered voters.
Receipt of Cemetery Trust Funds
amounted to $3,800.00
1,270 Dogs were licensed in 1949
amounting to 3.060.27
The sale of Maps and Histories of
Keene netted 70.50
Filing Fees received totaled 173.00
Business Licenses—including taxi,
theatre. Peddler's, Auctioneers,





The mild winter and early spring made
it possible to start the construction sea-
son early. The "Pine Banks" project
which was started in 1947 was completed
in April. A six inch gravel base for future
sidewalk construction was laid, and the
grass plots between the walk and roadway
were graded and loamed.
Royal Avenue has been extended to
connect with Park Avenue eliminating a
"dead end" street, making it more con-
venient for traffic and an aid to snow
plowing. Pinehurst Avenue was extended
a distance of two hundred feet to give ac-
cess to Alumni field and relieve the con-
gestion on Arch stret following games at
the field. Pitcher Street and Symonds
place, which were graveled in 1948, were
regraded and surface treated with tar. An
extension of Symonds place, to Pitcher
street, was built to facilitate snow plow-
ing and to accommodate through traffic.
The "Town Road Aid" (State Aid
Funds) were used to help pay for the
reconstruction of a portion of the Jordan
Road. Thirty-eight hundred and fifty
feet south from the Concord Road were
rebuilt. New culverts and drains were
installed, the road was widened from
fourteen to twenty-four feet, a 12" gravel
base constructed, and surface treated with
two applications of Tar. This construc-
tion eliminated an old piece of road
which was in very poor condition and
expensive to maintain.
Petitions were granted, by the City
Government, for new sidewalks in the
following locations and this work, com-









The Public Works Department is responsible for:
1. Building and maintaining of streets
and roads of which there are over one
hundred miles. It maintains over sixty-
four miles of sidewalks and is engaged in
a sidewalk construction program. It is
also responsible for the snow plowing,
sanding and snow removal from these
streets and walks.
2. Street cleaning. The business dis-
trict of the city is swept by a motor
sweeper four days each week. This work
is carried out between four and seven
o'clock in the morning except during the
winter months, when the sweeping is done
by hand as conditions require.
3. The operation of the Incinerator
and city dump on lower Main street.
They are open from 7:00 A. M. to 4:30
P. M. daily, Monday through Saturday,
excepting Holidays.
4. The semi annual rubbish collec-
tions which are carried on in May and
October each year.
5. The care and maintenance of shade
trees. The work is done by a registered
arborist, equipped to do this kind of work.
6. The operation of the City's Water
system, which supplies nearly two million
gallons of water daily. It comprises over
sixty-five miles of cast iron pipe six inches
in diameter and larger, thirty-five hun-
dred service pipe and meters, two slow
sand filtering units, a pumping and
chlorination plant and four storage reser-
voirs. It also constructs new mains, service
lines, reads the meters, issues the bills and
imakes the collections. This division of
the Public Works department is financed,
not from general taxes, but from water
revenue only.
7. The operation of the Sewerage
System, consisting of fifty miles of pipe,
thirty-five iunulred service connections, a
])umping station and disposal plant. The
installation of new mains and services is
also a Public Works Department Job.
8. The Public Works Department, in
addition to these services which are ren-
dered directly to the citizens, is a "service
unit" to other city departments. The
Public Works Garage, which services the
Department's equipment also assists in
maintaining the vehicles of other depart-
ments. The Public Works Department,
upon request, furnishes labor and equip-
ment to other units of the city.
9. The Public Works Department car-
ries out its work with an average of fifty
employees, its major equipment consists
of eleven dump trucks, six pick-up trucks,
a power shovel, a power grader, a bull-
dozer, four small sidewalk tractors, a snow
and materials loader, two air compressors,
a ten ton roller and the necessary hand
tools.
10. The Department offices, in City
Hall, are open from 7:00 A. M. to 5:00
P. M. Monday through Friday and from
7:00 A. M. until noon on Saturdays.
Emergency services of the department are
available twenty-four hours a day and can
be obtained when the office is closed by
calling the Police Department.
















The Airport Runways and Taxiways
were sealed with 32,000 gallons of asphalt
and covered with washed sand. This is a
necessary maintenance job on this type
of pavement. The original construction
leaves an open or porous surface that af-
ter a period of a few years requires this
seal treatment. A surface equal to more
than fifteen miles of road (145,961 sq.
yds.) was treated and the job was com-
pleted in two days.
KEENE'S PUBLIC WORKS DEPART-
MENT FIRST IN NEW ENGLAND TO
HAVE RADIO EQUIPMENT
Through the coordination of the City
Manager's office, the Police Department's
two-way radio equipment, which has been
replaced with more modern equipment,
was made available to the Public Works
Department. Instruments were installed
in the vehicles of the general foreman
and in the Superintendent's car, the base
station was set up in the Public Works
Office in City Hall, and the system put in-
to operation October 24th. We became
the first Public Works Department in
New England to be issued a license by the
Federal Communications Commission.
The experiment has proved very suc-
cessful. It makes it possible for the super-
intendent to be in constant contact with
his foremen and the office, all at one time,
and from any point in the city, if condi-
tions require. It keeps the entire super-
visory personnel advised on the opera-
tions being carried on, and makes the ex-
change of equipment and men practical,
without any duplication of effort or loss
of time. This leads to more efficient use
of men and equipment as well as lowered
costs.
The range of the stations covers the
entire City and the water shed in Rox-
bury, so that intercommunication be-
tween any of the mobile units or the office
is possible over our entire working area.
This method of communication makes it
possible to give the quickest service to any
emergency. It is a matter of seconds for
the office to contact a foreman and assign
him to the job and at the same time alert
the whole organization, that they may
stand by to give imy assistance required.
Radio communication makes it possible
to dispense with two telephone services,
one at the incinerator and one at Stone
Dam in Roxbury.
7
Water and Sewer Facts
Average 1949 daily
consumption 1,8 21,292 gallons
Number of new services
(1949) 51




Total number of hydrants
(Keene) 449
Total length of water mains
in system 66.8 miles
Total number of
services (No. Swanzey) 187
Total number of hydrants
(No. Swanzey) 34
Of the total annual consumption
of 655 million gallons 45,573,242
gallons were pumped from Goose
Pond. The pump operated 1,461
hours.
Sewers
Number of new services
(1949) 40
Total number of sewer
connections 3,450
Total length of sewer
mains 49.6 miles
SEWERAGE DIVISION
Work in this Division has been confined
to routine maintenance of the system, the
operation of the disposal plant, and the
extension of mains. Six inch tile installed
totalled 3,431 ft.
Forty new service collections were made.
SPRUCE STREET DRAIN PROJECTS
The Spruce street drainage project,
authorized by the City Government, was
started on October 1st. The existing 24
inch tile pipe from Ellis Court to Beaver
Brook was cleaned, and the ditch from
Ellis Court to Gilsum street dug out and
widened. Corrugated Metal Pipe of 24"
and 30" diameter was laid to replace an
old tile pipe installed in 1899. The new
pipe is a standard corrugated metal pipe,
bituminous coated, and is laid on a mini-
minn grade of one foot in four hundred
feet which made it possible to get it some-
what deeper than the old line. The new
pipe runs north-westerly along the ditch
for sixty feet to an angle where the 30"
pipe starts and runs in a south-westerly
direction to the intersection of Gilsum
and Howard streets; thence along the
west side of Howard street to the corner
of Spruce Street, and continues along the
WATER MAINS INSTALLED IN 1949
THE NEW ROXBURY
TRANSMISSION MAIN
As a part of the rehabilitation of the
Water System recommended in the engin-
eering report of Camp, Dresser & McKee
of Boston. Mass. (1947), a new main has
been laid from the Babbidge reservoir in
Roxbury to the filters on Beech Hill a
distance of two and a half miles. This
line consists of 4,242 feet of 16-inch pipe,
7.200 feet of 12-inch pipe, and 1,700 feet
of 10-inch pipe. There is also a side line
runing to the Stone Dam filters a distance
of 1.200 feet, this is a 6-inch pipe. All the
pipe is "Universal, type T—Cement lined"
and was furnished by the Central Foun-
dry Co. of New York City.
The mild weather made it possible to
start the clearing of the right of way in
February and this work was done by the
Highway Division labor. The 16-inch line
from the reservoir to the Stone Dam Road
is on a steep hillside and over very rough
terrain. It was necessary to excavate a
roadway over this section to facilitate the
movement of materials and equipment.
This preliminary work was started on
May 9th and completed on the 30th.
Superintendent of Public Works compares the
old. undersized mains with the pipe which
now brings water to Keene from Roxbury.
The first shipment of 16-inch pipe was
received on June 6th, the fittings for the
start of the job were delivered on the
20th and the actual laying of the pipe
conmitnced on the 23rcl. An average of
three hinidred feet of pipe were laid each
working day. The pipe laying was car-
ried on by a crew of six men, a power
shovel, a bulldozer, and an air compressor.
The pieces of pipe are joined by large
bolts which are usually tightened with
hand wrenches. We obtained a pneumatic
wrench, driven by the air compressor,
which cut the time for this operation to
less than one fotirth the time required to
do it by hand.
The pipe is laid at an average depth of
50 inches and is on true grades through-
out its entire length. This new pipe re-
places an old 8-inch main laid in 1886,
and is capable of carrying three and a
half times the amount of the old line. It
will deliver to the Beech Hill Storage Res-
ervoir over 3 million gallons a day. The
Beech Hill Filters have a normal capacity
-of only nine-hundred thousand gallons per
day, but by a system of by-pass valves and
chlorination, the total capacity of the new
line can be used, until such time as new
filtering units are built.
Following is a break down of the con-
struction cost of the pipe line (excluding
the cost of controlling and metering
equipment).
Labor and equipment for pre-
liminary excavation and clear-
ing $3,650.26
Labor and equipment for trench-
ing, laying and backfilling 18,832.91
Materials, pipe and fittings 62,767.63
Unloading and transporting pipe
from Keene railroad yard 5,186.78
$90,437.58
The engineering consultants estimate
for this work was approximately $139,-
000.00.
In addition to the new transmission
main from the reservoir in Roxbury to
the Beech Hill Filters, the division has
installed a number of main extensions for
the accommodation of new houses and
the improvement of the system. An eight
inch connecting main, from Maple Aven-
ue to Arch Street via Hastings Avenue has
been installed. This pipe in addition to
improving the service and fire protection
in this area, extended the water facilities
to an area of future residential develop-




Below: Foreman Joseph Bruce
and Clarence Pelletier look over
new water meter testing equip-
ment.
Above: Hhotos taken durmg construc-
tion of new water main from Babbidge
Dam to Beech Hill filters. Branch
River crossing is shown at upper left.




Monthly Cost Per Person 6c
1. Building Inspection: This work in-
volves the issuing of permits as requested,
;it which time the location and use of the
structure are examined, and later involves
one or more visits to the site for actual
construction inspection. A minor phase of
this work involves the issuing of sign per-
mits and the control of signs in relation
to Zoning.
2. The interpretation and the applica-
tion of the Zoning Ordinance. A great
majority of the problems call for an inter-
pretation of the Ordinance and in doubt-
ful situations calls for a review by the
Zoning Board of Adjustment. It is our
policy that all doubtful cases be referred
to the Adjustment Board.
This department works very closely with
the Zoning Board of Adjustment and at-
tends all meetings held by them. It is the
current practice of the City Engineer to sit
in with the Board at the conclusion of the
hearing and review the situation with
them before the matter is voted upon. It
is also a function of this department to
provide maps and the necessary printed
matter relating to zoning.
3. Providing the Engineering required
by the other departments in the City with
which we collaborate. For the Fire De-
partment we have prepared and kept up
to date the location of its fire alarm cir-
cuits. We inspect structures both before
and after fires with the Board of Health
and the Fire Chief. We inspect all of the
convalescent homes in the City. It is the
policy of the Fire Chief and the City En-
gineer to inspect any building possible
and in that way we are able to find many
unsatisfactory situations that may be rem-
edied before any danger occurs. We sup-
ply plans, lines, and grades for the Public
Works Department in conection with its
sewer, water, highways, and sidewalks.
Considerable work is done in collaboration
with the Board of Assessors such as the
location of buildings, of property, the
areas of pieces of property, and the owner-
ship of said property. This is a phase of
the work that will increase annually as the
Tax Maps become in use.
This department also works with the
Public Service Company and the Tele-
phone Company in the matter of pole
locations. We provide grades, we estab-
lish sidewalk and building grades wher-
ever requested by the property owners
and as well as sewer service elevations for
the installation of plumbing.
Engineering services have been provid-
ed as requested by the City Departments
throughout the year. This has usually
consisted of a great variety of operations,
the largest of which was the layout and
location of the new water line from Bab-
bidge Dam to Beech Hill which included
the staking out of the pipe line, the neces-
sary grades, the location of the pipe after
it has been laid and as built drawings pre-
pared. Easements to lay the pipe were
obtained from several of the property
owners on Beech Hill. The location and
grades were provided for the Spruce Street
Drain that was laid by the Public Works
Department during the summer. Layout
and grades have also been provided for
the construction of the new sidewalks
built during the year and upon comple-
tion the sidewalks have been measured
and the area apportioned to the property
owners. The so-called Winchester Street
Ditch has been reconstructed to the orig-
inal lines and grades and the cost of this
work has also been apportioned to the
several property owners.
The usual problems of Zoning have oc-
curred throughout the year and a new
300 scale Master Zoning Plan has been
prepared. In connection with the pro-
posed revival of the Winding Brook Golf
Course, estimates on the proposed recon-
struction have been prepared for hearings
held by the City Government. Elm Street
from Vernon Street northerly to Court
12
Street has been resuriaced with the hope
that this street may be relocated in ap-
proximately its present locus so that the
lines may be defined.
A small section of Vernon Street has
been widened and a new cement sidewalk
has been constructed. It is the hope that
the widening of this street will be contin-
ued so that eventually the whole street
will be 40 feet in width.
The intersection of Pearl, Island and
Winchester Streets has been established
and a portion of a lot there conveyed to
an abutter to balance off his lot.
NUMBER OF NEW HOUSES
AND APARTMENTS IN 1949
All meetings held by the Zoning Board
of Adjustment have been attended by the
City Engineer as well as all the meetings
of the Planning Board.
The house number book has been
brought up to date this year and work has
continued from last year in the copying
of the Wadsworth Plans. These plans will
be of tremendous value in the preparation
of Tax Maps. A considerable amount of
]3reliminary work was done on the tax
maps during the winter season.
A large number of plans have been se-
cured of the Roxbury water shed area and
work is currently in progress on plans for
the accjuisition of additional property in
the Water shed area.
A total of 233 permits have been issuetl
during the year of an estimated value of
5463,730. Almost all of the buildings al-
tered or added to in the City have been
inspected during the course of construc-
tion and several permits have been re-
voked due to failure of the builder to fol-
low the City Ordinances. In all cases the
situations have been corrected. There
have been several violations of Zoning
Ordinances and one of these cases is in the
hands of the City Solicitor for necessary
action.




Excerpts jroin "Surveys and City Plan
for Keene, N. H.—A Report to the Plan-
ning Board" by George Nez.
LOCAL PLAYGROUNDS
Keene needs local playgrounds in cer-
tain neighborhoods. Fine large parks on
the city's edge, and lakes and mountains
within driving distance, take care of active
adults. Backyards take care of toddlers.
But the school-age group is beyond the
backyard stage, and yet unable to travel
to outlying parks and lakes for daily rec-
reation. It is this school-age group, grow-
ing out of direct home supervision, which
needs the local playgrounds.
ON SWIMMING
For year-round swimming Keene should
include a pool in the new high school
where it could serve both the high school
and the public on a full daily schedule.
It could be built at a great saving over the
cost of a separate indoor pool elsewhere.
Such a pool can be designed for pleasant
summer sunlight and outdoor access. It
would be part of the gymnasium and com-
munity center set-up which should proper-
ly be included in a new high school.
ON DOWNTOWN CONGESTION
Average daily parking in downtown
Keene occupies every curb, every nook
and cranny between buildings, every ap-
proach street coming into the area, and
half of "the world's widest paved" Main
Street. At least 100 parking spaces are
either dangerous (center of Main Street
and around Central Park) or they are
bottlenecks to traffic (sections of West
Street, Winter Street, Roxbury Street,
Church Street) or they are both. And
still there are too few parking spaces!
In the summer of 1949 a study of down-
town parking and traffic was made. It
looked at the situation from all points of
view: the driver's, the parker's, and the
pedestrian's. Turning volumes were
measured, and the signal lights rearranged
for a trial system of direct turns through
the square. The experiment failed, main-
ly because it was unable to discharge out-
going traffic fast enough through certain
parking bottlenecks. A parking destina-
tion survey showed that over half of the
parkers were unable to park near their
destination. A pedestrian survey measured
street crossings and showed they were
much more numerous than auto traffic
and much less safe. Following this study
there were improvements: police direc-
tion of traffic during rush periods, one-
way traffic on certain streets, and the elim-
ination of a few bottleneck parking spaces.
Last summer's effort to plan a large off-
street parking lot in a central location
along Main Street came up against the
prohibitive expense of acquiring a site.
Aside from prohibitive cost, a single large
lot cannot efficiently serve the opposite side
of the business area. Moreover it would
compound the traffic problem by concen-
trating many cars and pedestrians at one
point in a business area which already
suffers from traffic over-concentration.
By-passes to eliminate through traffic
from Central Square, and parking lots to
handle shoppers who desire to come into
the Square, would loosen up downtown
congestion for the benefit of business and
good appearance. Federal road aid is
available to the city for improvement of
traffic capacity and the better handling of
regional traffic. Keene should try to use
as much of this aid as it can match, and
go ahead by itself on off-street parking.
ON EXPANSION
Keene may expect a population of
about 16,800 by 1970; 280 more families.
This may seem too conservative for the
Keene booster but it is the most reliable
basis for planning.
This increase calls for no drastic expan-
sion of subdivisions, new streets, or pub-
lic works. Rather, it calls for improve-
ment of the facilities which already exist,
and a certain amount of extension work
in which the city can do a gradual and
high quality job.
On the basis of long-range industrial
trends in Keene and in the region, Keene
may expect a moderate increase of about
200 in basic industrial employment. This
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would require about ten acres, a part of
which space already exists as plant vacan-
cy. Keene has potential industrial land
exceeding the total area of present indus-
trial land.
ON LAND USE
The upper limit of practical building
land may be seen on the topographic
map. It is that area lying above enough city
water pressure for fire fighting and/or lying
on slopes too steep for road construction
and/or on solid ledge. While these con-
ditions do not prevent building isolated
homes up in the hills, they are a practical
obstacle to the extension of the city's
complete system of streets, sewers, water,
and fire-fighting protection. In view of all
the good land axailable it would be bad
policy for the city to allow use of such
poor land for any type of intensive devel-
opment.
The main fact about land uses is that
certain mixtures are injurious or mutually
injurious, and lead to general degrada-
tion. Zoning recognizes this and attempts
to hold the line between land uses. Plan-
ning recognizes this and plans for a better
pattern of land uses which will allow each
use full freedom in its area without harm-
ing or being harmed by neighboring uses,
and at the same time fit into a convenient
pattern which allows people to circulate
to and from home, workshop, store,
school, and playground in the course of
their daily routine.
ON HOUSING
Estimates, based on forecast population
and present housing occupancy, indicate
430 additional houses for urban Keene by
1970. Part of these will occupy existing
developed frontage. About 15,000 feet of
new residential streets will be required to
provide for the balance of frontage.
There is more than enough first class
buildable land lying on the north and
w'est side of urban Keene.
Building houses on cheaper second class
land is false economy because the soft
foundations, drainage problems, road con-
ditions, etc., will depreciate a new house
right from the start.
ON ZONING
The fact stands out that there is more
than twice as much frontage zoned for
business as has been actually taken up by
business in 200 years. All the "extra" area
is existing residence faced with degrada-
tion and/or w'ith business valuation. That
is to say the quality of existing housing
tends to degenerate, and no residential
improvement or new housing can be en-
couraged in all this surplus business zone.
Ultimately the zoning ordinance should
be revised: (1) to reduce the ribbon zone
which allows business to skip out along
both sides of an avenue. (2) to recognize
that business is best located at junctions
where neighborhood streets focus into a
main street, (3) and to require that all
street-front business construction be set
back to provide for parking off the main
street, even though street parking is per-
mitted today.
ON SUBDIVISION GONTROL
Keene needs a standard Subdivision
Gontrol ordinance to give effect to the
purposes of planning as set forth by the
Gity Planning ordinance. State law pres-
cribes the purpose and form of subdivis-
ion control which may be exercised by
municipalities. The principle is to place
upon the Planning Board responsibility
for guarding the quality of new develop-
ments and weighing city commitments.
Subdivision control is the point where
city planning can be translated into good
future communities. Without subdivision
control city planning can have only vague
influence. Experience in many cities has
taught the need for a process of control
by systematic review of applications for
new subdivision developments.
An Official Map is needed to supple-
ment the city plan and Subdivision Gon-
trols. It is a scale map showing existing
streets and public lands; it may be ab-
stracted from the tax map which is now
being developed. Proposed new streets
and changes in public lands would be en-
tered as amendments after due process.
Only the Gity Gouncil can adopt or amend
the Official Map. It serves as the official
record of progress in city development.
The taste for low density should be re-
spected in planning. On the other hand
inefficient street patterns and overexten-
sions can be checked by a combination
of (a) charging costs of street and utility
installation against individual builders or
developers on a benefit basis, rather than
paying most of these costs out of public
money, and (b) adequate subdivision con-
trol which empowers the city, after hear-
ings, and subject to appeal, to refuse pub-
lic works and building permits for layouts
which violate standards of health or safe-
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tures of public funds to provide streets,
sewers, water pressure, healtli service, or
fire protection.
THE PLANNING BOARDS JOB
The Planning Board has the important
function of studying Iveene's development
apart from current pressures and politics.
It takes the long view of desirable growth,
develops a long-range city plan, promotes
public and official understanding of the
plan, and advises the Council and admin-
istration on specific development prob-
lems such as new street extensions, sub-
divisions and public works which have a
Ijearing on the quality of futine Keene.
The Planning Board was established in
1940 under Chapter 55, General Laws of
New Hampshire. The city ordinance pre-
scribes:
"It shall be the function and duty
of the Planning Board to make . . . a
city plan for the development of the
inunicipality including any areas out-
side its boundaries . . . which bear re-
lation to the planning of the muni-
cipality. Such city plan, with the
accompanying necessary maps, plates,
charts and descriptive matters may be
designated with the intention of
showing as fully as possible . . . the
Planning Board's recommendations
for the desirable development of the
City. The Planning Board may make
careful and comprehensive surveys
and studies of existing conditions and
of data and information relative to
the probable future growth of the
municipality and its environs. The
city plan shall be made witJi the gen-
eral purpose of guiding . . . a harmon-
ious development of the municipality
and its environs which will, in accord-
ance with existing and probable fu-
ture needs, best promote health,
safety, morals, order, convenience,
prosperity, and the general welfare,
as well as efficiency and economy in
the process of development; includ-
ing among other things adequate pro-
visions for traffic, the promotion of
safety from fire and other dangers,
adequate provisions for light and air,
the promotion of good civil design
and arrangement, ivise and efficient
expenditure of public funds, and the
adequate jyrovision of public utili-
ties and other public recpuirements."
Board of Adjustment
The duties of the Board of Adjustment
are to grant certain exceptions to the zon-
ing ordinance to prevent undue hardship
in specific cases and at the same time pro-
tect the public interest. It also hears ap-
peals from Zoning decisions made by the
Building Inspector. 1949 activity included:
1. Mrs. Beatrice E. MacDonald, 49 Water
St., General Residence District, from
two to three apartments
—
Granted.
2. Joseph D. and Jessie V. Kelleher, con-
struction of Grocery Store at 6 1 Arm-
ory Street, on sight of former Green-
house office. Gen. residence district
—
Granted.
3. Mrs. Dorothy Dewey, 17 Hardy Court—the erection of an apartment in her




4. Robert E. Brown—use of so-called
Bardis lot at 8 2 Main St. for parking
and used car sales lot
—
Granted.
5. Mr. Clyde R. Partridge, remodeling of




6. Mr. James Franklin Abbott: Erection
of a greenhouse at cor. of Dort and




Mr. N. Neil Myers for reconstruction of
house at 138 School St. into a two




8. Petition of Ulysse Arsenault. recon-
struction of a three apartment house at




9. Petition of Keene Oil Co. The erection
of filling station and sales room next to
the Junction of Park and Royal Aven-
ues. Business district Granted.
10. John and Mary Tasoulas—remodeling
house at 138 Roxbury St.—a four ten-
ement house out of a two. General
residence district. Petition not granted.
11. Clara Beauregard for alterations of a
ten-room house at 48 Water Street to




12. Mary A. Lampros, property at 347
Elm St.—Permission to use barn for
storage purposes and as a place for
distribution. (Wholesale) . House in
single residence and most of barn in
general residence district. Petition not
granted.
13. Petition of Clarence G. Worcester and
Florence Corliss doing business as Wor-
cester Farm—enlargement of milk dis-
tributing plant. In single residence zone
but been doing business since before
zoning Granted.
Respectfully sbumitted.
Don W. Cook, Clerk.
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The Fire Department of the City of
Keene is a protective organization, set up
for the protection of life and property
against fire, on a 24 hours a day basis.
There are 1 1 permanent men and 45 call
men. The permanent men operate and
repair the equipment and maintain the
Fire Station and property. They also make
routine inspections of all the property in
the Fire Precinct in search of fire hazards
and observe changes in building construc-
tion that take place from time to time.
They recommend changes to eliminate
fire hazards and for safer housekeeping
conditions where they feel they are neces-
sary, and in general improve conditions
around the properties inspected.
Fhe Fire Department issues permits for
the storage of flammal)le fluids; the loca-
tion of this material is inspected and
safety installations are recommended.
The Fire alarm system maintained by
the permanent men, is of the type where
warning would be given audibly should
any breaks occur in the system. There are
56 Fire Alarm boxes dispersed throughout
the City. The outskirts are covered to a
fair extent as well as the more heavily
populated central sections. In case of fire,
if the call comes over the telephone, two
permanent men with equipment respond.
If the fire is of proportions greater than
they can handle, a call for more men and
equipment is sent to the Fire Station,
usually by radio, and a box alarm is
sounded and the call men respond to give
the support in man power as needed.
The call men are also available for spe-
cial duty and assistance at brush fires.
They are trained in the use of fire fight-
ing equipment and salvage work, such as
covering property with salvage covers and
removing debris that will keep the fire
loss as small as possible. The call men are
all volunteers—in varied activities other
than the Fire Department for their liveli-
hood. They like to fight Fire!
SLKiHT DECREASE IN NUMBER OF
ALARMS IN 1949
The Fire Department responded to 281
alarms of varied nature during the year of
1949. There were 25 bell alarms and 256
still alarms, of which 18 were for out of
town assistance. The fire loss for 1949
was 866,117, about 35% less than the 1948
figure of §102,500.
There were 65 calls for grass and brush
fires, one being of good size before we
were able to reach it. With the aid of
the Power-Wagon we were able to
carry water to the top of the hill where
the fire was and to keep it limited to
that area. Because of the dry weather
it was necessary to keep a constant
watch on the area for several days.
The Power-Wagon has shown its worth
in this type of fire several times during
the year. This unit will be equipped with
a radio, enabling it to be in direct contact
with the station.
In January the State put on a training
session in brush fire control and the meet-
ings were very well attended. The De-
partment had training sessions during
the year and handling of tools and equip-
ment was stressed as well as question and
answer periods. About 20 men attended
the sessions of Firemen Training that were
held in Concord under the sponsorship of
the N. H. Fire Chiefs Club. The men at-
tending these sessions were able to act as
instructors for the local sessions. Several
Keene firemen attended a school at the
Framingham Police Barracks, sponsored
by the Mass. State Fire Marshal and the
Mass. Fire Chiefs Association, for oil
burner fire control as well as bottled gas
fire control.
NEW RADIO EQUIPMENT
The Fire Alarm circuits are in good
condition. The lines have been cleared
of brush at different intervals during the
year. Three new boxes were placed in the
circuits as replacements. No serious inter-
ruption of service occurred during the
year, and while some of the call men
complain of being unable to hear the
whistle in different locations, this condi-
tion is more or less climatical.
The inspection of business places and
properties within the fire precinct was
carried out. The low percentage of fires
starting in basements or from rubbish in
or around properties shows that this serv-
ice is very successful. Recommended
changes have been complied with by the
occupants. 170 oil permits were issued
during the year. All of these locations
were inspected as to the proper installa-
tion.
The apparatus is in good condition.
Some of the pieces of equipment are now
getting to a ripe old age and replacement
is being considered. The pumps have been
tested and found to deliver their rated
capacity. The hose was tested and 600
feet, found to be porous, was taken out of
service and 1,000 feet of new hose pur-
chased. A smoke ejector was purchased to
enable us to remove smoke from very
heavy atmosphere. This device will en-
able us to enter smoky areas more quickly
to locate the seat of the trouble.
All of the plastered ceilings on the sec-
ond floor of the station were painted and
repaired as necessary. The permanent
Left to right, Back row. Charles M. Ballou. Prescott M. Little. Lawrence E. Thomp-
son, Robert C. Callahan, Paul E. Gallup, Harry F. Hammond.
Left to right. Front row: Lyman O. Cass, Captain Samuel J. Guyette, Chief Walter R.
Messer, Captain Elton P. Britton, Frank M. Reid.
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men painted all of the woodwork on the
exterior of the building. The lavatories
and shower room were completely refin-
ished as well as several floors in the differ-
ent rooms.
The annual inspection and ball was held
during Fire Prevention Week. Schools
were visited and checked as to the ability
of the children to conduct a satisfactory
fire drill. Several spot talks on fire pro-
tection and prevention were given on the
radio, and trailers were run in the thea-
tres. The Fire Department put on a par-
ade, with an exhibition of equipment
and man power operation in Cientral
S(}uare for the general public.
The most spectacular fire of the year,
the Crocker storehouse called out the
whole fire department and left the station
without good coverage. The Town of
Troy was called for assistance and they
brought in a pump that "stood by" in the
station in case any more trouble devel-
oped. These situations arise occasionally
and about 25 departments and towns in
the area from New Hampshire, Vermont
and central Massachusetts have been work-
ing on a system of mutual aid to assist
each other. This system will begin to
operate in the very near future. The
main dispatching station will be in Green-
field.
The Fire Department wishes to thank
the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fire Depart-
ment for their efforts in feeding the mem-
bers at the several fires; also the Red
Cross for their assistance at the brush fire
on the Hurricane Road, and to all the
City Departments for their cooperation










Health Department in 1949
Personnel 1
Total expenditures $5,523
Monthly cost per person 3c
Monthly cost per person
for garbage collection 7c
1949 1948
Sanitary Inspections 9 50 907
Water sample stested 1,499 1,418
Milk samples tested 417 450





















The personnel of the Department con-
sists of the Chief and eleven patrolmen.
During the year 1949 Officer Fred J. Ber-
geron, a member of the Force for twenty
years, applied for his pension and was
retired. Officer Orlando J. Boccia resigned
and Mervyn W. Frink was appointed on
March 30, 1949.
Criminal arrests continue to decline.
The number of arrests for 1949 were 632
which is a decrease of 255 since 1948.
Complaints received at the station for
1949 were 1,956 in comparison with 2,096
in 1948. However our records show a
decided increase in the number of com-
plaints received involving juveniles. It
has almost reached the peak war years of
1943-44 and 45. There is a slight increase
in the number of juveniles arrested. The
total number of juveniles arrested num-
bered 49 this year in comparison with 42
for 1948.
During the year our complete FM radio
installation was transferred to the Public
Works Department and new very high
frequency equipment installed in the Po-
lice and Fire Departments. Three of the
fire trucks and two police cruisers and a
new motorcycle in the police department
are now so equipped. There is no doubt
the efficiency of both departments should
be increased by the installation of this
latest equipment.
Traffic accidents are in a downward
trend. The City enjoyed its first year with-
out a fatal accident since 1945. We do feel
that if some of the following recommenda-
tions are adopted by the City Councils this
year a further reduction in the number of
Lett to right: Front row. Sgt. Paul J. Fontaine, Sgt. William T. Bridgham. Chief Joseph
L. Regan, Sgt. Michael T. Griffin.
2nd row. Patrolmen: Daniel D. Henderson, Harold E. Savage, Carl R. Sawyer, Carl
\V. Swanstrom.
Back row: Patrolmen: Raymond F. Britton, Mervyn C. Frink, Albert A. Matson,
Arthur E. O'Ncil, John D. Donovan.
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accidents should be expected. We recom-
mend that Church and Railroad Streets be
made one way; parking on the southerly
side of Spring Street from Washington to
the intersection of Brook Street be- prohib-
ited; 7 wo hour parking meters be installed
on Washington Street directly in front of
the High School; a traffic light be placed on
the southerly side of West St. at Central
Square for the protection of pedestrians
using the crosswalk located there: further
study of a possibility of making Winches-
ter and Island Sts. an alternate route for
west-bound and south-bound traffic on
route 12 with the construction of a traffic
island at the intersection of Winchester,
Island and Pearl Streets; that the present
Ordinance covering the parking situation
on the north side of Winter Street be
amended to allow parking there except
during school hours. We feel that an ofE-
street parking lot, easily accessible to the
center of our business district, is a "must"
for this year. We strongly urge that the
City Councils take whatever steps neces-
sary to make this a reality for the year
1950.
We would like to take this opportunity
to express our appreciation for the coop-
eration extended us during the past year
to the Mayor, members of the City coun-
cils and the City Manager. We would also
like to extend our appreciation to the
city and County Solicitors. Judge Olson,
and other department heads in the City's
service.
Respectfully submitted,
Rupert E. Robinson, Clerk
Board of Police Commissioners.
Arrests and Disposition
City Solicitor
Your City Solicitor reports activities
from the date he took office on September
1. 1949 to complete the unexpired term
of the late Edward C. Sullivan to the end
of the year.
During that time the City Solicitor has
attended regular and special meetings of
the City Governmnt and has drawn ordin-
ances and resolutions on request. Crim-
inal and juvenile matters in which the
City has been interested have been prose-
cuted. Conferences have been had with
and advice given the City Manager and
various department heads upon request.
Deeds, leases and complaints have been
drawn and letters written. Claims against
the City have been investigated and re-
ported on.
During the past year two law suits in
which the City was engaged were termin-
ated. Both concerned zoning changes in
the Court Street area neighboring and
including the Foley Funeral Home. The
action brought by Vincent P. Wilbur was
dismissed; the suit brought by Glenroy W.
Scott was heard and decided by the Court,
the zoning into a business district of the
east side of Court Street from Vernon
Street to one hundred feet north of Me-
chanic Street being declared void.
No tax suits against the City are pend-
ing. The City is at present engaged in
two law suits. One is a petition by the
City against the Town of Roxbury for an
abatement of taxes. The second requests
instruction from the Court as to whether
the City can appropriate $3,000 of the
John Symonds fund to pay for and estab-





Number of acres 90
Number of miles of road 6
Number of burials 1 1 7
Lot sales 23
Lots on annual care 259
Lots on perpetual care 89 6
In 1949 all lots with annual or perpet-
ual care were mowed regularly. The lots
with no care were scythe mowed once.
The brush in the meadow east of Green-
lawn Cemetery was cut this year.
Section B. in Monadnock View Ceme-
tery has been redressed, fertilized and
seeded. A water main has been extended
to this section and six stand-pipes in-
stalled.
Sixteen walk-ways in old Woodland
Cemetery were filled, loamed and seeded.
Approximately seventy depressions were
filled, loamed and seeded. These depres-
sions were in lots with perpetual care and
located in various cemeteries.
About one hundred and twenty-five
stones were straightened and repaired.
The majority of these were in the West
Cemetery.
Thirteen perpetual care funds were
added to those already held in trust by
the City.
There was one lot sold in Monadnock
View Cemetery.
There were eight funerals held in the
Sumner Knight and Family Memorial
Chapel during the year.
There were one hundred and seventeen
burials during the year, seventeen of
which were brought here from out of
town.
Municipal Court During the year 1949 there were 1,224
cases handled by this court. Of these 898
were criminal; 35 juvenile; 197 small
claim and 94 civil.
Of the 898 criminal cases, 31 of these
were felonies.
During the year 1949 the total number
of cases in the court was 1,547, 323 more
than during 1948. The largest decrease
was 218 in the number of criminal cases.
During the year 1949 the court handled
378 violations of the automobile laws, an


































Tilden School 4.75 5





Xlusic and Drama Program
Average per day
Children transported from
Wheelock School Area to
Robin Hood Park
*No official records of
ance kept at Band Concerts. Picnic



















THE PURPOSE OF A CITY
RECREATION DEPARTMENT
The Recreation program developed in
Keene now embraces practically all ages
and all interest groups. Many new activ-
tiies are needed but the existing facilities
are taxed at present. It is interesting to
note that while the participation figure in
recreational activities has increased about
ten per cent the juvenile problem rate
has also increased. This shows that oiu"
program is not adequate for some age
groups. Better facilities are urgently
needed.
Keene has five playground areas. Of
these areas, two are school play areas, and
three are public parks. The three park
properties are under consideration for
development and improvement. All of
the maintenace work is done by the Park
Department with the approval of the
Recreation Department. All areas are
under supervision during the summer by
the Recreation Department.
The playgrounds are being equipped
as rapidly as possible with various types
of playgrounds apparatus and equipment.
The development of shelter houses, con-
struction of mutiple use areas, grading
and seeding, and fencing are being con-
sidered for the futiu-e.
The City Council's action which al-
lowed the use of the City Hall Auditor-
ium has aided the recreation program
greatly during the past year. With this
indoor facility, the recreation department
has been enabled to foster interest in those
activities which need this kind of space.
WINTER PROGR.\M
Winter Sports—
During the winter months of 1949, as
has been the custom in the past, the fol-
lowing city streets were closed to traffic to
allow youngsters to slide in their respec-
tive neighborhoods: Ellis Court; Beaver
Street; Giffin Street; and Leverett Street.
Local skating areas were established at
the Tilden, \Vashington-Franklin, Sym-
onds and Wheelock Schools in addition to
the Legion Hockey rink at Kingsburv
Manufacturing Company grounds on
Laurel Street.
Arrangement was made to use natural
ice areas for the skating program this year,
rather than expend funds making rinks.
This plan is to save money, and still give
the citizens better skating areas.
Arrangements were completed for the
Keene Teachers College Outing Club
to operate the Elm Tree Ski Tow, which
was relocated and repaired. The Recrea-
tion Department assisted the American
Legion Post with the \Vinter Carnival.
.\n indoor swimming program was car-
ried on during the months of January
through March. A complete program in
^\•ater safety was offered both youngsters
and adults. Through the generous coop-
eration of the Keene Teachers College, it
was possible to offer this activity to the
citizens of Keene.
Water safety instructor classes, both
Junior and Senior Life Saving Classes,
and all types of swimming classes were
conducted.
The value of this program is seen in
the added precaution shown during the
normal outdoor swimming season, plus
the fact that trained personnel are now
available.
When it became time to reorganize this
program for the fall, it was presented to
the American Red Cross Chapter for their
consideration, and they accepted the fin-
ancial responsibilities of the program.
Therefore, October through December,
this activity has been financed by the Red
Cross Chapter, w^ith the Recreation De-
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partment organizing the classes and assist-
ing with the program.
The Recre.\tional Bowling League
for 1948-49 season was very active as in
bvgone years. A total of forty-two mens'
teams, and twelve girls' teams comprised
the league. Seasonal play started in Octo-
ber. 1948, and terminated in April, 1949
with a banquet at the completion of play.
The Recreational Bowling League for
the 1949-50 season began play in October
and will continue until after the first of
the new- year. This season thirtv-six men's
teams and t^velve girls' teams are activelv
engaged in the league. Local bowling
facilities made it impossible to enlarge the
league, and many teams desiring to play
were not able to do so this year.
SUM^tER PlAVGROLNDS—
The super\-ised Simimer playground
program—June 27th-Sept. 2nd is the most
expensive actiWty of the Recreation De-
partment, with a total of five areas under
qualified supervision. The areas and the
instructors were as follows:
Fuller Park—Alfred Thomas. Dorothy
Ston.. Irene DiMeco.
Robin Hood Park-Mayo Papile, Ger-
trude Upton.
^V'heelock Park—James Durling, Jean-
ette ^VTiitehouse.
Tilden School—Sumner Jovce. Jane
Kirk.
Cleveland School—Clifford Perkins, Jr.,
Bernice O'Brien.
Music and Drama—Mrs. Sunny Sey-
mour.
Marionettes—Miss Leora Houghton.
A wide variety of activities was offered
to the children this year. The daily pro-
gram offered many regular activities such
as apparatus play, spKjrts, crafts, games,
etc Each playground offered a local high-
light each week. Many special highlights
were enjoyed duuring the snmmer; motor
trips, historical trips, nature trips, picnics,
outings, jamboree, sports day. costume
party, freckle contests, etc-
This was the third year of the play-
groimd jamboree. Many parents, local
merchants, city officials, and others assist-
ed in making this activity a success. Over
2,000 children and adults were present
during the day. A carnival atmosphere
prevailed with booths of "chance"' active
during the day. Special events were held
for all ages, such as a Costiuue Parade,
Baby "Diaper Contest", Freckle Contests,
Bubble Gum. Doughnut Relay, and many
others. Free ice cream was given to all
present. In the afternoon, "The Garden
Ballet" was presented under the suj>ervis-
ion of Mrs. Seymour. A total of 53 girls
participated in the |>erformance, with the
"Golden Age Club" of Keene preparing
all of the paper flowers used in the pro-
duction. The stage was set in the Octagon
Reservoir at Robin Hood Park. The bal-
let was presented to the parents again at
a later date in the City Hall Auditorium
because of jxjpiilar demand.
The marionette program was very well
received by the children. The instructor
visited each plavground one day a week
and during the second half of the season
conducted a concentrated program in
Keene City Hall. Over 50 marionettes were
constructed by the yoimgsters. This pro-
gram offered the children an opportunity
to construct the puppets, wTite their owti
stage shows, and p>CTform in productions.
A baseball "twilight league" for the
teen-age boys of the five wards of the dty
was organized- The recreation movement
needs better facilities to properly develop
this type of league play.
The SuiENCER SwiMrNiisG Program was
conduaed at Richardson Park. Swanzey
Lake. This type of swimming program is
necessary imtil a municipal svtnmming
area is developed within the dty. How-
ever, the regimentation necessary for
safetv, transportation, all-day programs,
and manv other factors affected the total
attendance and public support of the pro-
gram. Each plavground was allowed two
days per week at the waterfront- The
transportation costs prevented the depart-
ment from bringing children from all
playgrounds every day, or nuining a
"shuttle service" to and from Swanzev
Lake.
Five w-eU trained water safety instruct-
ors, were on duty daily. A total of 2,H5
children partidpated during the season.
The Recreation Department appredates
the assistance of The Veterans of Foreign
Wars and the Selectmen of Swanzey in
this program.
OTHER ACTHITIES
The Third .Anm.vl Arts. Crafts. .\xd
Hobby Show induded over fifty individ-
ual art and craft exhibits. .\ total of 3,190
people attended the show which was held
in Keene Citv Hall for one week.
The Goi-Dex Age Club is a sodal or-
ganization for the elderlv dtizens of
Keene. It has grown until the membership
has reached over 180 people. The very
excellent response has prov'en the import-
ance it holds for the members. This group
meets for social activities on a monthly
basis except during the summer months
when picnics and outings are held. They
have a sewing circle and a card club. The
members ha\e assisted generously in many
worthwhile conununity functions such as
sewing for the hospital and the childrens'
theatre.
During the early part of 1949 a Youth
Club was carried on in Keene City Hall
on Fridays and Saturdays. The activities
of the Club inchuled such sports as bad-
minton, shuffle-board, ping-pong, check-
ers, plus dances, socials, and other pro-
grams.
During the Fall, four Block. Dances
were held in the center of Keene. Two
on the Square, and two in the City Hall.
These dances were offered by the Ameri-
can Federation of Musicians Union Re-
cording and Transcription Fund.
Soap Box Derby. This was the second
year that the Lions Club accepted the
responsibility of this activity. Working
with the Recreation Department, ten
boys participated in the State meet at
Manchester. The boys made a very fine
showing at the State meet, and after that
date, a local race was held on the Water
Street hill when local boys were given
prizes by merchants.
The Keene Children's Theatre, under
the direction of Miss Leora Houghton,
and assisted by the Recreation Depart-
ment, is one of the many new activities
offered to the children of ICeene this year.
It gives the children an opportunity to
develop interests and creative abilities in
play acting, production, marionette and
puppet work, which will enrich their lives
and establish a basis for continued growth
and development throughout their child-
hood. This activity was introduced to
this city the first of the year by Miss
Houghton and a group of youngsters
from Brattleboro, Vt., who presented a
marionette performance on January 8th.
After this performance, keen interest was
shown when 35 local children applied for
membership. The organization of tlie
Keene Children's Theatre took form al-
most immediately and the children decid-
ed on the plays they wanted to produce.
"Snowwhite and the Seven Dwarfs" was
presented at the Keene City Hall, on
y\pril 8th and 9th. This production was
well received by a large attendance of
both adults and children. The second
production by the Keene Children's
Theatre was "Treasure Island'.
In the fall, approximately 90 children
were registered and produced
J.
M. Bar-
rie's "Peter Pan" in December. Interest
had grown to such an extent that there
were 62 volunteer helpers, both adults,
and children; 185 sponsor memberships;
and many extra contributions from indus-
trial and fraternal organizations. The
total attendance at the three perform-
ances of "Peter Pan" was 1,524.
The theatre is now organized with a
president and board of directors. By-laws
and a constitution were drawn up and fin-
ally, acts of incorporation were adopted.
At the present time this organization has
grown until it is financially independent
and is becoming an excellent example of
community enterprise for the benefit of
children.
It is of the utmost importance that the
people of this city support and encourage
these activities by attending performances,
donating their services, or giving financial
aid.
The Softball League Program started
in May and extended into September. A
total of eighteen teams participated dur-
ing the season. Play was carried on at the
three new fields at Wheelock Park, and at
a new site developed by Mr. Wheeler on
Appleton Street. After league play, a city
championship was conducted, with the
winning teams going to Dover for the
State Championships. In line with the
Softball program, an umpire's group was
organized to insure good officiating at
league games. This entire program was
self-supporting, and no expenses were
incurred by the city from this activity,
other than the maintenance of field.
A Recreational Institute was con-
ducted jointly by the University of New
Hampshire Extension Service, Cheshire
County 4H, and this department to devel-
op recreation personnel in this area.
This department through its association
with the N. H. Recreation Society was the
host for the New England Recreation
Conference, at Goffs Falls, New Hamp-
shire, last spring. Assistance was rendered
by this department to the Annual Na-
tional Art Week exhibit, Christmas Dec-
oration Committee, N. H. Citizen's Coun.-
cil, P. T. A.'s Church groups, and others.
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Park Department Airport in 1949
! Expenditure $4,913 '>',
' Monthly Cost Per Person 3c '
In 1949 all the parks in Keene received
the usual general maintenance of cutting
grass, edging walks, cleaning up rubbish,
etc. There are about 18 acres of grass to
keep cut and trimmed on the various
parks and playgrounds. The five play-
ground areas were checked daily for un-
safe apparatus. Sand boxes were checked
for glass, nails and etc. Tennis courts
were kept in good playing condition in
spite of a great deal of misuse. The ball
fields were mowed and lined with regu-
larity.
Two new soft ball fields were construct-
ed at Wheelock Park, so that six teams are
able to play at one time without interfer-
ing with each other. The young pines
were all pruned and the roads graded in
Wheelock Park.
The maintenance of the common in
Central Square was assumed by the Park
Department. Previously it was cared for
by the Highway Department. A new
waste receptacle was placed in the com-
mon, and the citizens obligingly made
very good use of it.
At Robin Hood Park trails were cleared,
and in some places hand rails erected;
also, underbrush was cleared from some
areas. The pines in the picnic area were
pruned. The picnic area was used by
many individual family groups as well as
by several organizations. Wood for the
fireplaces was al-ways available, the area
well policed, equipped with running wa-
ter, toilet facilities and rubbish cans. On
two Sunday afternoons band concerts were
held and were received with enthusiasm.
On three Sunday afternoons recorded mu-
sic was furnished for the benefit of those
using the area.
A great deal of vandalism prevailed
during the past year. Some of the most
noticeable damage was to the bandstand
at Fuller Park, the cutting off of the upper
half of forty or fifty young pines at both
Robin Hood and Wheelock Parks, and
the breaking of all twenty-eight panes of
window glass at Wheelock Park pavilion.
This, plus other unnecessary damage, will
cost nearly a thousand dollars. Aid to the
park and police departments in reducing









The Main Duties of a Tax Collector as
provided in P. L. Chapter 47, section 30,
are to keep suitable records of Poll and
Property taxes due, collected and abated
and of all property sold for non-payment
of taxes. He also collects W'ater, Cemetery
and Public Works bills. And in this city
he has the added jobs of issuing all Motor
Vehicle Permits and collecting weekly
from Parking Meters.
To assist in this work, there are two
assistants or deputies, one in the office to
help collect taxes and keep records and
the other on the road to collect delin-
quent Poll and Stock in Trade taxes as
well as other past due City bills such as
Water Assessments, Cemetery and Public
Works.
Collecting taxes is not an easy or pleas-
ant job as no one likes to pay taxes. Col-
lecting Poll and Stock in Trade taxes is
our most difficult job due to people con-
stantly moving from one place to another
and on Stock in Trades due to changes in
ownership, bankruptcy, poor business and
deaths. These keep the Tax Collector and
his Deputies on constant watch.
Total Property Warrant for 1949 was
$1,018,197.57 against $979,238.29 for 1948,
being the first time Keene's real estate
taxes have been over a million dollars.
91% of Total Warrant was collected dur-
ing 1949 against %% for 1948, reflecting
less favorable business conditions and in-
creased unemployment.
Poll Tax Warrant for 1949 was $14,480
against $14,500 for 1948. This tax is due
from all residents between the ages of 21
and 70, with veterans of both World Wars
being exempted.
Auto Permits show an increase of about
$6,500 over 1948, due to large number of
new cars registered, as total permits issued
were 5,817 against 6,647 for 1948.
Parking Meters show a slight increase
over 1948 as a few more meters were in-
stalled during 1949.
Besides the above the Tax Collector re-
ceived payments of Water, Cemetery, Pub-
lic Works, jobs. Parking Meters and other
City Departments amoimting to $270,-
685.02.
During 1949 a Tax Sale was held on
tmpaid 1948 Property taxes. There were
95 unpaid Items during 1949 against only
48 in 1948 which brings out the fact that
business conditions during 1949 were not
of the best.
Two items of property were taken over
by the City during 1949. One, land sold
to a veteran imder condition that he build
on same which he failed to do, and an-
other small item was given to City.
During 1949, two firms went into bank-
ruptcy and we have several on which col-
lection is proving very difficult due to lack
of business.
The City has over $6,000 due on two
factories and one company that went in
bankruptcy during 1948 and on which we
hope for part settlement early in 1950
from the bankruptcy court.
SUM I
Board of Assessors, Report of
Appraised Valuation for the Year 1949
Land and Buildings $16,705,919.00




Wood, Lumber, etc 10,000.00
Stock-in-Trade 3,768,542.00
Mills and Machinery 2,559,050.00
Gasoline Pumps and Tanks 52,315.00
Total Valuation $23,918,069.00
Exemptions to Soldiers 479,530.00
Exemptions to Blind , 1,000.00
Total Valuations $23,437,539.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 4,969.27
Total Taxes given to Tax Collector 1,031,950.95
Tax Rate for 1949 $100 of valuation 4.32
No. of Veterans received Exemptions 514
No. of Veterans received Poll Tax Exernptions 1,828
Increase ifi Soldiers Exemptions over 1948 85,805.00
The board of assessors has unanimously recommended that a reappraisal of all
taxable real property in Keene be undertaken as soon as possible.
YOUR PROPERTY TAX DOLLAR
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FINANCE
Persons interested in detailed financial data are referred to the 1949 audit




System Changed in 1949
In 1949, for the first time, the accounts
of the water utility were separated from
those of the General Fund. The water
utility had to stand on its own. In the
past any losses were made up from prop-
erty tax revenues. Any "profit" in the
water utility was absorbed by the General
Fund and, in effect, reduced the tax rate.
The financial statements
utility may be summarized
It took $50,749 to operate
the utility:




















Capital improvements, excluding the
Roxbury line, came to $28,362. The Rox-
bury main line installation (described in
the Public Works section of this report)
cost $104,231.
The remaining expenditure was for
paying the principal and interest on the
bonded debt. This totalled $3,906.








A cash balance was maintained in the
Water Utility by loans from the General
Fund. On December 31, the Water Fund
owed the General Fund $25,538.59. The
cash balance was $2,617.52.
Water Utility Fund Balance Sheet
As At December 31, 1949
ASSETS
Current Assets































































Due from Other Funds:
Sumner Knight Chapel
Bond Fund






Poll Taxes $14,272.60 ,|14,821.70
Property Taxes 988,823.26 948,769.20
National Bank Stock Tax 4,969.27 4,954.27
State Collected Taxes:
Interest & Dividend Tax
Savings Bank Tax
Railroad Tax









Rent of City Hall
Sale of Property





















































































































*The Water Utility Accounts were separated from the General Fund so that the real cost
of the water utility can be clearly shown.
**The City Garage was set up as a separate account. Equipment rental charges are made
against each project. The revenue from such charges pays for the operation and maintenance





































Ward 1 Waldo Giovannangeli
Ward 2 Harold K. Hall
Ward 3 James M. Erwin
Ward 4 Olande C. Putney
Ward 5 Vena DiLuzio
Mayor
Frederick D. Mitchell
Board of Common Council
Franklin A. Carey, Joseph T. Cristiano, Gordon S. Proulx
Robert G. Calef, C. Harold Warner, Henry J. Claywood
Alton B. CoUer, Burleigh R. Darling, Clarence B. Ewins
Arthur A. Kingsbury, Clair E. W\man, Robert M. Sayers, Sr.
Harold B. Nims, Angelo DeBernardo, John J. McGrath, Jr.
Elected By City Councils
City Manager HenrN F. Goodnow
Elected March 22, 1948
City Clerk Lena F. Warren
Elected annually first meeting in January
Tax Collector Elliot A. Wright
Elected annually in March
City Solicitor Edward C. Sullivan*
Elected annually first meeting in January
City Solicitor Kenneth J. Arwe**
City Treasurer Stafford M. Boardman
Elected annually first meeting in January
Assistant City Treasurer Russell G. Putney
Elected annually first meeting in January
tire CItief Emeritus Eugene B. Riley
Elected February 7, 1946
* Deceased 8-15-49
** Elected 9- 1-49
Board of Assessors
(One member elected Annually in January by
City Councils)
3-Year Term
Verne C. Swan Term Expires January 1950
Frank J. Bennett Term Expires January 1951
•James C. Hilton Term Expires January 1952
Deceased 12-29-49
Zoning-Board of Adjustment
Under Zoning Board Ordinance









Term Expires January 1952
Term Expires January 1950
Term Expires January 1951
Term Expires January 1953
Term Expires January 1954
Planning Board
Under Planning Board Ordinance
Members Ex-Officio
Frederick D. Mitchell, Mayor
Chester F. Langtry
(Administrative Head App. by Mayor)
Alton B. Coller
(City Council Member Elded by City Council)
One Member Appointed by Mayor Annually
—
6 Year Term
Arthur Whitcomb, Term Expires January 1952
Chairman
Eliot Priest Term Expires January 1950
John R. Holbrook Term Expires January 1951
Ralph W. Newell Term Expires January 1953
Lloyd W. Hewitt Term Expires January 1954
L. Roland Taylor Term Expires January 1955
Board of Health
(Appointed by City Manager)
Ernest L. Bell, Jr.
Walter F. Taylor, M. D.
John H. Simpson





Appointed By City Manager
City Engineer C;htsur F. Langtry
Building Inspector Chester F. Langtry
City Messenger Frank VV. Niles
Overseer of Poor Paul B. Hayward
Recreation Director Charles S. Farrar
Cemetery Superintendent Elmer S. Britton
Public Works Superintendent Robert G. Shaw
Chief Engineer Fire Department Walter R. Messer
Health Officer Evan C. White
City Physician John D. JklacAllister
Inspector Weights ir Measures Walter L. Green
Plumbing Inspector John H. Simpson
Park Commissioner Wright V. Carter
Police Chief Joseph L. Regan
(Appointed by Police Commission)
Acting Librarian Charlotte Haskins
(Appointed by Trustees Keene Public Library)

























Term Expires January 1950
Term Expires January 1950
Term Expires January 1951
Term Expires January 1951
Term Expires January 1952
Term Expires January 1952
(2 members elected annually by City Councils)
Trustees of Trust Funds
(Ojie member Elected Annually by City Councils)
Term 3 Years
Stafford M. Boardman Term Expires January 1950
John L. Saunders Term Expires January 1951
Allen L. Martin Term Expires January 1952
Trustees of Veterans Service Fund





(1 Aldermen and 1 Lady Doner appointed by
Mayor annually)
Frederick D. Mitchell, Mayor, Alderman Vena
DiLuzio, Mrs. Edith K. Watson
40
Police Commissioners
(/ Elected at Municipal Election for a Six-Year Term)
Arthur B. Nims Term Expires .January 1950
Rupert E. Robinson Term Expires January 1952
Richard L. Holbrook Term Expires Januarj- 1954
Surveyors of Wood and Lumber















(Elected Annually by City Councils)
John W. Morrissey Ricliard Rule
Harold L. Niles Paul V. Rule
Clovis L. Dupre George A. DeVoid
Gordon L. Phillips Guy B. Merry
Norbert J. Klaiber J. Willy DeRosier
Frank H. Arnott Horace W. Sawyer
John H. Rule Walter M. Barnard
Fence Viewers




(Elected at the Hieiniiat Ejection Xoj'enibei
1949-1950
19-iS, for a Two-Year Term)
If you want information on—
Call At
Ambulance Elliot Community Hospital 211
Assessments Assessor 1349
Auditorium (City Hall) Recreation Department 1671-M
Bicycle Licenses Police 46
Bills and Accounts Accounting Office 415-M
Birth Certificates City Clerk 50
Building Permits City Engineer 1349
Burial Permits City Clerk 50
Burials Cemetery Superintendent 1022-W
Cemetery Lots Cemetery Superintendent 1022-W
Death Certificates City Clerk 50
Dog Licenses City Clerk 50
Drains Public Works Department 1053-M
Driver's Permits Tax Collector 415-W
Elections City Clerk 50
Fire Fire Department 23
Fuel Oil Storage Fire Department 23
Garbage Collection Health Department 1328-M
Health Health Department 1328-M
Hospital Elliot Community Hospital 211
Library Keene Public Library 355-W
Maps City Engineer 1^9
Marriage Licenses City Clerk 'M)
Milk Inspection Health Department 1328-M
Ordinances City Clerk 50
Petitions (Construction) City Engineer 1349
Plumbing Permits Plumbing Inspector 765-M
Police Police Department 46
Recreation Recreation Department 1671-M
Schools Superintendent of Schools 1020
Septic Tanks Health Department 1328-M
Signs City Engineer 1349
Sidewalks Public Works Department 1053-M
Streets Public Works Department 1053-M
Street Lights Public Service Company 810
Sewers Public Works Department 1053-M
Snow Removal Public Works Department 1053-M
Tax Assessments Assessor 1349
Tax Collections Tax Collector 415-W
Trees Public Works Department 1053-M
Voting City Clerk 50
Water Bills Public Works Department 1053-M
Water Repairs Public Works Department 1053-M
Weights & Measures Sealer of Weights & Measures 257
Zoning City Engineer 1349
If you do not know where to call, or if your request for informa-
tion or action from the City department is not answered satisfactorily
—
call the Manager*s office - - - 30.
